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Sir: 



PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Applicant is submitting this preliminary amendment to the Examiner for 
consideration along with the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) filed September 
12, 2003. Reconsideration and reexamination are respectfiilly requested in light of the 
amendments and remarks below. This paper is using the revised amendment practice 
pursuant to 37 CFR §L121, effective July 30, 2003. The entire set of presently pending 
claims has been reproduced below in the approved revised amendment format. Any 
amendments to the specification and drawings have also been presented in the revised 
format, beginning on separate pages. No separate marked-up copy of the amended 
claims has been provided. 
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